April 10, 2020
Dear Grimmway Academy Shafter families,

As you are already aware, schools in California will remain closed for the rest of the school year. While there are still
many unknowns, we remain more committed than ever to you, our most important partners, to ensure that our children are
safe, happy, and healthy. As spring break comes to an end, our teachers and staff are ready to partner with you to offer
Distance Learning for the remainder of the school year.

We have worked with teachers to design a Distance Learning model that sets you and your child up for success. Of course
there will be challenges, but we are here for you! We have created opportunities for you to collaborate with teachers, get
tutoring for your child, and stay engaged with the school community. We are still dreaming big about college and a bright
future for all of our children! During this uncertain time, the joy of learning and the love we have for each other, our
school, and our community is the number one priority.

We believe that learning must be a joyful experience. Children can’t learn when there is too much stress or anxiety. Please
do not let Distance Learning cause you too much stress or place undue pressure on your child. Our teachers, school
leaders, and specialists are here to support your family. We are all committed to high academic achievement, but please do
not worry about your child falling behind during this time. Our teachers are monitoring your child’s progress and making
plans to ensure we all keep up. There might be a little learning loss for everyone, but our expert staff is already making
plans that will ensure we all catch up together! We’ve got this.

As parents, and the primary educators of our children, now more than ever, we must put their well being and security first.
Establishing new routines and schedules, keeping connected to the school community, and taking advantage of this time
to build stronger relationships with our children are among the most important things we can do to support their long term
success. Academically, the most powerful action we can take is to make reading a priority in our home. Read, read, read!
Read together, read to your child, read with your pets, Factime read to your grandparents. Reading and a love of books is
the gateway to academic success.

Finally, I urge you to take advantage of every opportunity to keep your child connected and engaged with school. Our
virtual events calendar is included with this letter. Post it up at home and join in on the fun as much as you can! From
family cooking classes, to our second annual talent show these events will keep your child engaged with the teachers and
friends they are missing.

Please review the information included with this letter about how parents can support Distance Learning. Call the school
to update your contact information or if you wish to add an email address.

Together we have built a beautiful place for our children to grow and learn. While we anxiously await the day we
welcome you back to campus, we are determined to maintain the vision of Grimmway Schools through this, and
whatever other challenges may come our way.

With love and respect,

Joanna Kendrick
Principal, Grimmway Academy Shafter
(661)-699-0564

jkendrick@grimmwayschools.org
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Distance Learning
There are three important components to our distance learning model; workpackets, Google Classroom/ Class DoJo, and

Zoom.

Work packets can be picked up at the school site or printed from our website
www.gashafter.org. Students will need their work packet in order to complete distance
learning. The workpackets include a daily checklist that makes it easy for parents to
monitor work completion.

One lesson is posted each day at 7AM on Google Classroom from your child’s STEM
and Humanities teacher. The lesson includes a video lesson from the teacher, the
assignment for the day, and a learning log. The lesson’s on Google Classroom correspond to the work packet.

Our kinder teachers are using Class DoJo to send daily assignments that align to the work packet.

Teachers are hosting LIVE sessions via Zoom daily for Launch each day. Zoom is also being used to connect
with teachers for meetings, SPED services and more!

Parent Support For Distance Learning
You have always been your child’s most important educator. As we venture into Distance Learning together your child
will need your support. Support your child and the school by...

Attending all meetings on time with your teachers (as needed)

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (siblings, pets, parents, televisions) for your child to do school work.
Ensuring they are wearing headphones is a great way to keep them focused while watching videos etc.
Establish a regular schedule including a bedtime and waking up in time for Launch each day.

Come to the school as needed to pick up/turn in materials the child needs in order to complete the assigned
work.

Support the teacher in keeping the child focused during tutoring or other services

Schedule time to speak one on one with the teacher if needed, however please respect regular working
hours for teachers (BAM-4PM, Monday-Thursday)

Check student work for completeness and accuracy

Help your child keep materials organized

Materials for Learning
Your child will also need some books and supplies. You can pick up novels and textbooks along with your work packet or

you can access these books online. You can also pick up supplies like paper, pencils, scissors from the school.

Attendance
Distance Learning is not optional, it is required for all students in California. Attendance is calculated based on
assignment completion.

Work Packets must be completed and turned in within three days of the due date.
Learning Logs must be completed for each lesson through Google Classroom. The
Learning Log is posted daily along with the assignment for the day.

Support and Resources
It is normal for our children or for us to need extra support from time to time in order to be successful with distance
learning.

Office Hours are held daily by all teachers from 2:30-3:30. You can find the link for
office hours posted daily on the teacher’s Google Classroom.


http://www.gashafter.org/

Extra support for students who are on an SST or have been attending tutoring will
continue to get this support from Small Group Instructors or our Intervention teacher.

Online Learning Programs
You child’s teachers might assign lessons through our online learning programs. These lessons are required and will be
included in the Google Classroom posts.

Stay Connected With Launch Each Day

Each day at 8:30AM students join their CREW teacher for Launch and every Friday for a CREW meeting! This is an
important time for children to check in with their teacher and friends. Teachers will review the work that is assigned for
the day and engage scholars in fun activities.

YouTube Channel

We have dedicated our YouTube channel to parent support for Distance Learning. A daily video post will be made to
support parents with all aspects of Distance Learning. Please subscribe to the GA Shafter YouTube Channel. There are
already videos up about how to use Google Classroom, create routines to support learning in your home, and online
learning programs.

Remind
This application can be used to communicate directly with teachers. School Administration will send out two daily
reminders for the start of Launch and Office Hours.

School Communication
It is more important than ever that we read all school communications carefully and open emails from the school.

The GA Shafter Weekly Newsletter is sent out via email and Remind every week on
Sunday at SPM. During this unprecedented time, our Newsletter will replace all notices that are typically sent
home in your child’s blue folder.

Join us for Facebook LIVE each night at 7PM for important announcements and a
nighttime story. You can use the story for your reading log! Please follow us on

Facebook and Instagram to stay connected.

Check out our daily YouTube posts at 5:30PM for parents on Distance Learning sent via
remind and subscribe to our YouTube channel.

GA Schools Newsletter will be sent network wide via email and Remind on Friday.

School Hours
Although school is closed, we will have a staff member available from 11-1PM each day to help distribute materials.

Lunch Service
Lunch service will continue from 11AM-1PM, Monday-Thursday at the school site and at S&A Market in Shafter.

If you need help contact us!
For questions about logins, passwords, online learning programs, or email at shafterhelp@grimmwayschools.org

For questions about Chromebooks or internet connectivity contact 1-866-757-4462 8 AM-4PM or
support@grimmwayschools.org
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10 de Abril del 2020

Estimadas familias de la Academia Grimmway:

Como ya sabe, las escuelas en California permaneceran cerradas por el resto del afio escolar. Si bien todavia hay
muchas incognitas, seguimos mas comprometidos que nunca con nuestra asociacion con las familias para garantizar
que nuestros hijos estén seguros, felices y saludables. A medida que las vacaciones de primavera llegan a su fin,
nuestros maestros y personal estan listos para asociarse con usted para ofrecerle Educacion a Distancia por el resto
del afio escolar.

Hemos trabajado con los maestros para diseiiar un modelo de aprendizaje a distancia que los prepare a usted y a su
hijo para el éxito. Hay oportunidades para colaborar con los maestros en linea, obtener tutoria para su hijo y
mantenerse comprometido con la comunidad escolar. jTodavia estamos sofiando en grande con la universidad y un
futuro brillante para todos nuestros nifios! Durante este tiempo incierto, la alegria de aprender y el amor que tenemos
el uno por el otro y nuestra escuela deben ser nuestra prioridad.

iCreemos que el aprendizaje debe ser alegre! Por favor, no estresar ni presionar indebidamente a su hijo. Nuestros
maestros, lideres escolares y especialistas estdn aqui para apoyar a su familia. No dudes en contactarnos. No se
preocupe si su hijo se queda atras. Nuestro personal es experto y estara aqui para ayudar a monitorear el progreso de
su hijo. Habra cierta pérdida de aprendizaje para todos, y ya estamos haciendo planes que garantizaran que todos nos
pongamos al dia.

Como padres y educadores primarios de nuestros hijos, este es un momento para poner su bienestar y seguridad
primero. Establecer nuevas rutinas y horarios, mantenerse conectado con la comunidad escolar y aprovechar este
tiempo para construir relaciones mas solidas con nuestros hijos son algunas de las cosas mas importantes que
podemos hacer para apoyar su éxito a largo plazo.

Les insto a aprovechar cada oportunidad para mantener a su hijo conectado y comprometido con la escuela. Nuestro
calendario de eventos virtuales se incluye con esta carta. jPublicalo en casa y unete a la diversion tanto como
puedas! Desde clases de cocina familiar hasta nuestro segundo espectaculo anual de talentos, estos eventos
mantendran a su hijo comprometido con los maestros y amigos que se estan perdiendo.

Con amor y respeto,

Joanna Kendrick

Director de la Academia Grimmway Shafter
(661) -699-0564
jkendrick@grimmwayschools.org
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La educacion a distancia
Hay dos componentes importantes en nuestro modelo de aprendizaje a distancia; paquetes de trabajo y Google
Classroom / Class DolJo, y Zoom.

Los paquetes de trabajo pueden recogerse en el sitio escolar o imprimirse desde nuestro sitio web
www.gashafter.org. Los estudiantes necesitardn su paquete de trabajo para completar la distancia
aprendizaje. Los paquetes de trabajo incluyen una lista de verificacion diaria que facilita a los padres
supervisar la finalizacion del trabajo.

Se publica una leccion cada dia a las 7 a.m. en Google Classroom del STEM de su hijo

y profesora de Humanidades. La leccion incluye una leccion en video del maestro, el

asignacion para el dia y un registro de aprendizaje. Las lecciones en Google Classroom corresponden al
paquete de trabajo.

Nuestros maestros de kinder estdn usando Class DoJo para enviar tareas diarias que se alinean con el
paquete de trabajo.

Los maestros estan organizando sesiones en vivo a través de Zoom todos los dias para el lanzamiento
todos los dias. {Zoom también se esta utilizando para conectarse con maestros para reuniones, Servicios
SPED y mas!

Materiales para aprender

Su hijo también necesitara algunos libros y suministros. Puede recoger novelas y libros de texto junto con su
paquete de trabajo o puede acceder a estos libros en linea. También puede recoger suministros como papel,
lapices, tijeras de la escuela.

Asistencia
La educacion a distancia no es opcional, se requiere para todos los estudiantes en California. La asistencia se
calcula en funcion de la finalizacion de la tarea.

Los paquetes de trabajo deben completarse y entregarse dentro de los tres dias posteriores a la fecha de
vencimiento.

Los registros de aprendizaje deben completarse para cada leccion a través de Google Classroom.

Los Learning Log se publica diariamente junto con la tarea del dia.

Soporte y recursos
Es normal que nuestros hijos o nosotros necesitemos apoyo adicional de vez en cuando para tener éxito con el
aprendizaje a distancia.

Todos los maestros tienen un horario de oficina todos los dias de 2:30 a 3:30. Puedes encontrar el enlace para
horario de oficina publicado diariamente en el salon de Google del profesor.

Apoyo adicional para estudiantes que estan en un SST o han estado asistiendo a tutoria
Continte recibiendo este apoyo de los instructores de grupos pequefios o de nuestro maestro de
intervencion.

Programas de aprendizaje en linea

Los maestros de sus hijos pueden asignar lecciones a través de nuestros programas de aprendizaje en linea.
Estas lecciones son obligatorias y se incluiran en las publicaciones de Google Classroom.

Manténgase conectado con el lanzamiento todos los dias



iCada dia a las 8:30 AM los estudiantes se unen a su maestro CREW para el lanzamiento y todos los viernes
para una reunion CREW! Este es un momento importante para que los nifios se registren con sus maestros y

amigos. Los maestros revisaran el trabajo asignado para el dia e involucraran a los estudiantes en actividades
divertidas.

Canal de Youtube

Hemos dedicado nuestro canal de YouTube al apoyo de los padres para el aprendizaje a distancia. Se realizara
una publicacion diaria en video para apoyar a los padres con todos los aspectos del aprendizaje a distancia.
Suscribete al canal de YouTube GA Shafter. Ya hay videos sobre como usar Google Classroom, crear rutinas
para apoyar el aprendizaje en su hogar y programas de aprendizaje en linea.

Recordar
Esta aplicacion se puede utilizar para comunicarse directamente con los maestros. La Administracion Escolar
enviard dos recordatorios diarios para el inicio del Lanzamiento y el Horario de Oficina.

Comunicacion escolar
Es mas importante que nunca que leamos todas las comunicaciones de la escuela cuidadosamente y que
abramos correos electronicos de la escuela.

El boletin semanal de GA Shafter se envia por correo electronico y recuerda cada semana en
Domingo a las 5 p.m. Durante este tiempo sin precedentes, nuestro boletin reemplazara todos los avisos
que generalmente se envian a casa en la carpeta azul de su hijo.

Unase a nosotros para Facebook LIVE cada noche a las 7PM para anuncios importantes y un
cuentojPuedes usar la historia para tu registro de lectura! Por favor siganos en
Facebook e Instagram para mantenerse conectado.

Echa un vistazo a nuestras publicaciones diarias de YouTube a las 5:30 p.m. para los padres sobre
educacion a distancia enviadas a través recordar y suscribirse a nuestro canal de YouTube.

El boletin de GA Schools se enviara a toda la red por correo electronico y se recordara el viernes.

El servicio de almuerzo
GA Shafter continuara sirviendo almuerzos a todos los estudiantes de la comunidad de 11 a.m. a 1 p.m. de lunes
a jueves en el campus y en S&A Market.

Horas de escuela
Aunque la escuela esta cerrada, tendremos un miembro del personal disponible de 11 a 1 pm cada dia para
ayudar a distribuir los materiales.

* Aseglirese de llamar a la escuela para actualizar su informacion de contacto o si desea agregar una direccion
de correo electronico.

Por favor no dude en contactarnos:

Para preguntas sobre inicios de sesion, contrasefias, programas de aprendizaje en linea o correo electronico a
shafterhelp@grimmwayschools.org

Para preguntas sobre Chromebooks o conectividad a Internet, comuniquese al 1-866-757-4462 de 8 a.m. a 4
p.m. o support@grimmwayschools.org



